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massacres before him. Yet ho observed onoixgli to make
him a lirmor "patriot a more dotennined Protestant, and
an ahhorror of Italianatod Courts. At Frankfort he
found a friend, who^ having shared the perils of St.
"Bartholomew, had recently escaped across the Klnno to
(Jonnany. Tins was JIuhert Languet, a man whose
conversation and e.orresponc^nCe exorcised no small in-
lluonoo over the formation of Wdnoy'H (Character.

Languot was a Frenchman, horn in 1518 at Vitoaux
in Burgundy, lie studied the humanities in Italy, and
was (Reeled Profonsor of Civil "Law at l^adua in 1547,
Two years latm' ho made the acquaintance of Molanchthoii.
Their Intercourse ripened into friendship, Languet
resigned bin profcsHovHhip in order to be near the man
whom ho had chosen for his teacher; and under Molanch-
thon's inlhuwco ho adopted the reformed religion. From
1550 forwards ho was recognised as one of the leading
political agents of the Protestant Powers, trusted by
princes, and acquainted with the abloat men of that
party in France, Holland, and the Uernum States. No
one was more competent to guide Kidney through the
labyrinth of European intrigues, to mnnask the corrup-
tion hidden honoath the splendours of the Valois Court,
and, to instil into his mind those principles of conduct
which governed reformed statesmen in those troubled
times, They wore both staying, as was (lion the custom,
in the house of the printer Wochel at. Frankfort, A few
years later, (Jionluno Bruno also sojourned under that
hospitable roof, whence he departed on his fatal journey
to Venice, The elder man immediately discerned in
Sidney a youth of no common quality, and the attach-
ment ho conceived for him savoured of romance. Woow manyin it
